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Cross-Cultural Reflections on the Debate between the

Dignaga School and the Indian Nyaya School

Ran Ren  Xiaoxiang Zhang

Abstract

The debate between the Dignaga and Nyaya schools represents a significant episode
in the history of Indian logic, centering on methods of inference, epistemological foun-
dations, and logical structures. This paper systematically examines their fundamental
divergences in inferential theory from a cross-cultural perspective. The Dignaga school
emphasizes the epistemological distinction between perception and comparison, advo-
cating formal rigor in reasoning, whereas the Nyaya school maintains the traditional
five-membered syllogism framework, prioritizing the practicality and operability of in-
ference. Their disputes over samanyalaksana (universal property) and svalaksana (par-
ticular property) reflect profound reflections on the relationship between universality and
particularity in Indian philosophy. Comparative analysis reveals that, despite superficial
similarities, the two schools differ fundamentally in philosophical stance, methodologi-
cal principles, and logical frameworks. These differences extend beyond technical infer-
ential rules to underlying worldviews and epistemological assumptions. Viewed from a
cross-cultural perspective, Indian logic exhibits a distinctive character compared to the
Greek tradition: it is empirically oriented, emphasizing the intrinsic link between reason-
ing and sensory experience; it is cognitive, attending to transformations of mental states
during inference; it is grounded in natural language, constructing logical theory based
on Sanskrit grammar; and it integrates deductive and non-deductive, extensional and in-
tensional reasoning. This study highlights that in comparative analyses of Eastern and
Western logic, recognizing both shared features and the unique qualities of each system
is essential for advancing cross-cultural philosophical dialogue.
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