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Multi-modal Persuasion Communication of Video Public

Service Advertisements from the Perspective of

Generalized Argumentation Theory
of “If the Emitted Carbon Dioxide Could Be Seen”

In the Example

Xianshun Yang  Yu Chen

Abstract

The generalized argumentation theory expands and deepens the study of persuasion
communication. Based on the theory and method of generalized argumentation, this pa-
per chooses “If the Emitted Carbon Dioxide Could Be Seen” to explore the multi-modal
persuasion communication of video public service advertisements. It is found that “If”
is a multi-modal persuasion communication practice called “reducing carbon emissions”
based on relevant social and cultural characteristics and specific cultural situations. Ac-
cording to its multi-modal text, the whole is composed of three textual actions, and the
argument presents three stages of persuasion communication. The contextual under-
standing rules of this argument are: the unity of heaven and man, the responsibility of
big countries and collectivism; Functional rules include: declaring goals, warning the
status quo, integrating knowledge with practice, displaying effects, and inviting games;
The rules of expression are: direct notification, conversion to visualization and visual
contrast; The block rule is the blending of images. So, the functions of each stage are
realized in an orderly manner to achieve the persuasion communication goal purpose of
calling for “reducing carbon emissions”.
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