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A Study of the Dual Dimensions in the Theory of
Definition in Pramana Studies:

An Interpretive-Historical Examination Based on

“Non-Deceptive Wisdom” and “Manifestation but

Non-Knowing”

Shawotar ~ Wangdra Dorje

Abstract

Indian scholars have different opinions on definition of “pramana”, and Indian
philosopher Devendrabuddhi thinks that there are two definitions of “pramana” accord-
ing to Dharmakirti, namely, “pramdana is a cognition that is not deceiving” and “one that
is obvious but uncertain”. Therefore Prajnakaragupta, a disciple of Devendrabuddhi,
divided the pramana into “the pramana of ultimate truth” and “the pramana of words
truth”, and then Dharmottara defined the pramana as “no deception of cognition”, but his
view was opposed by Vinitadeva and his disciples. The early Tibetan translators, such as
Rngog lo tshva pa followed the Vinitadeva’s view to discuss the definition of “pramana”
and held a positive attitude. However, his disciple Pyapa argued Vinitadeva’s view and
pointed out that “pramana’ should be the one with sufficient “access to true meaning”.
Later, Sapan, the master of Sakya School, denied all the scholars’ views on the definition
of “pramana”, and thought that the both expressions “pramana” is a cognition that is not
deceiving and one that is obvious but uncertain were by equally definition of “pramana”.
At the same time, he advocated that “no deception” and “uncertainty” both had the char-
acteristics of the subject does not deceive, the foundation does not deceive, and conducty
does not deceive.
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