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Simultaneous Causation and Conceptual Possibility

Chaoan He

Abstract

In his article “Simultaneous Causation and the Argument from Physics”, Zhiheng
Tang attempts to argue that simultaneous causation is conceptually possible. In view of
the intuitive plausibility of “cause precedes effect”, it is necessary to engage seriously
with Tang’s argument. This article is such a response piece. I will argue that, on the one
hand, the thought experiments put forward by Tang do not serve to establish the con-
ceptual possibility of simultaneous causation, and on the other hand, there seems to be
very general reasons against potential attempts to argue for the conceptual possibility of
simultaneous causation.
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