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A Study on the Coherence Theory of Truth from the
Perspective of Philosophy of Logic

Zehong Hu

Abstract

According to the coherentist, a belief or proposition always belongs to a certain set
of beliefs or systems, and a belief or proposition is true iff the belief or proposition is
coherent with other beliefs in the belief set or system, or else it is false. It can be seen
that the important concepts of the coherence theory of truth are “coherence” and “sys-
tem”, and the in-depth analysis and investigation of them is the key to understanding the
coherence theory of truth. The most prevalent and substantial critique of coherentism as-
serts that this theory allows any proposition to be true, since, in principle, even a patently
false proposition could be accommodated within a coherent system. In addressing this
objection, coherentists have offered reasonable and pragmatic responses from various
perspectives. Traditionally the coherence theory of truth and the correspondence theory
of truth are regarded as two different competing theories of truth; however, indeed, they
could be seem as complementary.
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