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Tonk, Meaning and Logic

Zhirong Zhou

Abstract

The Tonk-problem produced by Tonk and the members in its family is one of the
main difficulties that challenge the proof-theoretic semantics. The common way to deal
with the problem is to prevent the tonk-extension of any deductive theory from trivializa-
tion by modifying its logical consequence or banning some rule(s) of derivation. The way
cannot be taken as a proper solution to the problem in the sense that it confuses the ques-
tion of meaning and of logicality of terms, both of which are contained in Tonk-problem
and are in accord with the requirement of inconsistency and of harmony, respectively.
Tonk and the members in its family are meaningless because of their unsatisfying of the
requirement of inconsistency and are not logical terms because of their unsatisfying of
the requirement of harmony.
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