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The Argumentation for Human Nature: Xunzi’s

Empirical Analogy

Yuanchang He

Abstract

Logic and the Theory of human nature are important parts of Xunzi’s study, but the
lack of intersection between these two part has led to neglecting the important material
that reflects Xunzi’s logical thought and resorting to abstract conceptual analysis to ex-
plain that “human nature is bad”. Returning to the text, we can find that Xunzi argues
for human nature by means of empirical analogies, i.e., by making analogies with the
three types of empirical states of affairs, namely plant growth, product production, and
artificial cultivation, he hold that “human nature is bad” in three dimensions: The natural
development of human nature is bad, human nature requires correction, and cultivation
of human nature can have bad results. So, it can be seen that research based on logi-
cal argumentation is more conducive to explaining the related thought issues, i.e., the
revelation of the different meanings of human nature relies on the analogies of different
empirical states of affairs; and carry out the study of logic by focusing of thought issues
is more conducive to broadening the understanding of Chinese logic, i.e., analogical ar-
guments is more important in Chinese logic.
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