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The Analogical Thinking and Argumentation Methods in

Pre-Qin Confucian and Daoist Political Theories

Youguang Li ~ Zongmin Li

Abstract

The transition between Zhou and Qin dynasties represents a historical trend in the
political and social development of the Eastern Zhou period. The theoretical directions
and reasoning paths of the various schools of thought in the Pre-Qin era were all influ-
enced by this transition, and it was particularly true for both Confucianism and Dao-
ism. As the contradictions between the ruler and the minister intensified under the tran-
sition between Zhou and Qin dynasties, both Confucianism and Daoism, situated in
the interstice between ruler and minister, had to pay attention to their methods of dis-
course, rhetorical techniques, and dialectical skills in the process of political commen-
tary and persuasion. They often employed analogical thinking and reasoning methods,
making comparisons and inferences based on known attributes between two specific ob-
jects. These methods were primarily reflected in the form of political metaphors in their
rhetoric. Compared to Laozi, who used the Dao to create the world order as a metaphor
for the establishment of social order by humanity, Confucian thinkers such as Confucius
and Mencius often centered the political metaphor on benevolent governance and the sage
as the implementer of such governance. In contrast, Xunzi, in constructing political the-
ory through analogy, shifted the focus from the sage’s De (f#) to the political functions
of the sage-king and governance tools such as Li (L) and Fa (%) . The argumentative
methods of Confucianism and Daoism had a significant impact on the thinking paths of
their respective political theories, and also influenced the construction and contributions
of Han Confucianism in the field of political theory.
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