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On the Value Implication of Lei of Individual Object in Xunzi

Weiming Huang

Abstract

Lei (35) in Xunzi, can be differentiated as lei of individual object and that of relation-
ship type of object according to its form; or, lei of perceptual knowledge and that of value
implication, according to its quality. Furthermore, /ei of individual object, including that
of perceptual individual object and that of individual object of value implication, gives
expressions to Confucianist practical should-be notions of yi (‘) and yi (), namely,
goodness, obligation, righteousness, etc., without any cognitive sense of objectivity or
factuality; therefore, it can’t be viewed as a category based on the common inherent prop-
erties of the objects while it makes no essential difference between perceptual knowledge
and value idea with the only concern for the latter. In a word, lei of individual object in
Xunzi, by its very nature, is not of cognition, but of value, on account of that it defines
the objects by Confucianist values not by their inherent properties.
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