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Is the Conceivability-to-Possibility Entailment
Self-Defeating?

Shuyi Feng

Abstract

The conceivability-to-possibility entailment (the CP thesis for short in the follow-
ing) has been generally considered as a reliable hypothesis. Specially, since the coun-
terexamples from Kripkean a posteriori necessities can be explained away in the frame-
work of two-dimensional semantics, a refined version of CP seems intact. However, in
recent years, three philosophers provide a series of reductio arguments to attack it: one
is Howell’s argument, which appeals to the premise that the failure of CP is conceivable;
the other is Mizrahi & Morrow’s argument, which resorts to the premise that the neces-
sary failure of CP is conceivable. Both of these arguments have the conclusion that the
CP thesis is self-defeating. However, none of the authors provides a sufficient reason
for their key premises. In this paper, I propose two ways in which their key premises
can be justified. However, I find a move in either way would render the reductio argu-
ments redundant. Thus, there is a dilemma of the reductio arguments: either they are not
necessary or their soundness cannot be justified. At the end of this paper, I argue that
the dilemma indicates that the CP thesis is of little practical use when it is applied in a
particular kind of propositions.
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