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(1) PR R R 272 B 2 MR 0 A B AN TT B S B,  IK L B ) ) R T IR
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Bl “ 5 B aiie e s K Dy Re R RE A R 2R A 1, RUEER 2 FErEm g —. ([2],
268 T MREFEARINE, EHERINN, HRERNER ERIA R M LA
B —/NJ7TH o T AE R B B SR AR P Y 5 1 1 FRATT 38 A A4 2 R aX
AUERRE T EERPABSER, EERILE B FH X T RS W, W
M FERAVE R, BVFEHER ) WA T DU e, B S0 G
AWK, B A BRI AT R & A R S LR RR, A TR 28 ok R A
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R, iAot 5 IR SR RN B ¢ R I AU R IR A B A NI E .

IR NZ I, X Fh R 2 A 15 46 2 BF B R S5 EHZE /R R = h R T
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Godel’s Conceptual Realism and His Three Defense

Strategies

Xiaoli Liu
Abstract

Starting from the objectivism of number theory, Godel gradually extended the real
objects from abstract numbers to sets and classes, and even abstract concepts, until even-
tually forming his Platonic conceptual realism. Godel offers three types of defense strate-
gies for his conceptual realism. The first is the indispensable argument, which acknowl-
edges that abstract mathematical objects are essential to establishing physics theory; the
second is the methodological argument, which provides a defense for conceptual realism
played the heuristic role in the process of major mathematical discoveries; the third is
an argument that appeals to abstract mathematical intuition, the irreducibility of abstract
mathematical intuition justifies his conceptual realism. This paper will give a specific
analysis from the following five aspects: what is the basic position of Godel’s concep-
tual realism; how Godel’s three defense strategies are closely related to his mathematical
discoveries; how strategies that appeal to abstract intuition resonate with Husserl’s phe-
nomenology, and how the roots of this resonance are linked to Godel’s “philosophical
program as a rigorous science.” Finally, it points out why Gddel’s defense strategies still
does not make his conceptual realism get rid of the epistemological dilemma.

Xiaoli Liu  School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China
liuxlphil@139.com
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