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A Comparative Study of Buddhist logic and Lianzhuti

Kexi Wang

Abstract

The sages who studyed the history of Chinese logic all made a comparative study of
the Gu (%), Li () and Lei (38) of the three branches of the Buddhist logic and Mohism,
or of the Mohist logic as a syllogism. This study is in fact a misreading of the study of the
history of Chinese logic, just as a comparative study of Mohist logic and Aristotle’s syllo-
gism is inevitable. The author believes that the correct object of comparison of the three
branches of Buddhist logic is not the theory and notes of Mo Jing (524t), nor the Gu,
Li and Lei, but the traditional Lianzhuti (ZE¥£{A) in China. This paper makes a study of
the comparison between the three branches of the Buddhist logic and Lianzhuti in terms
of theory and reasoning mechanism, with a view to explaining the internal relations and
differences between the three branches of the Buddhist logic and Lianzhuti.

Kexi Wang  Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University
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