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The Proof of Idealism and Buddhist Arguments

Zhaoshi Zeng

Abstract

The proof of idealism (Wei Shi Bi Liang) emerges in the book of Yinmingdashu
where the notion of loka-viruddha is interpreted. It could be taken as an example of
Buddhist arguments that apply the rules of Heruvidya, and such kind of argument does
not commit the error of loka-viruddha. Kuiji takes this example to discuss the rules of
claim, reason and illustration, and argues that the proof of idealism conforms those rules.
In doing so, he also develops three forms of measure and formulates their correspond-
ing rules. In such a way, he indeed deepens our understanding of the notion of measure
in Yinmingdashu. Kuiji interprets the proof of idealism as a form of argument which
requires the consensus of both arguer and his opponent, i.e., the addressee of the argu-
ment. The proof of idealism is always taken as a subject in order to discuss the rules of
Hetuvidya, therefore it differs from those topics discussed in general Buddhist theories.
Moreover, Hetuvidyd is not a type of western logic, because its rules, such as the rule of
approval, are different from those developed in western formal logics.
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