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On Trairipya

Qiao Guo

Abstract

It is uncertain that who is the first man using the term of Trairipya in the his-
tory of India logic. The theory of nava-pada-hetavah was introduced in Nya-mukha (
(1) ) written by Dignaga (%F). He tells the correct and wrong situations in the
book. It is Digndga who found the basis of trairiipya. Xuan-Zang (% #t) translated
Nyaya-pravesa ( { A\i£) ) into Chinese in 647, and in 649, he finished the translation of
Nyaya-mukha. From then on, nbvya-hetuvidya (i [% B]) was introduced into China. The
translation of trairiipya produced the profound effection in the later time, some scholars
began to research the theory. Since the modern time in Chinese history, some schol-
ars translated trairiipya into Chinese after Xuan-Zang, and Ceng-Lv gave his opinions
about the translation by Xuan-Zang. By comparing the different translation, we find that
two special Chinese characters were added into the translation by Xuan-Zang. They are
“BIAN(#)”and “DING(E)”. With the high quality of translation by Xuan-Zang, the
theory of trairipya and other knowledge about nbvya-hetuvidya were gradually under-
stood by more and more people. In modern time, more and more Chinese people began
to learn the western logic, and the study about trairipya are influenced by the ideas of
logic. Some people expressed different opinions on the meanings of trairipya from the
point of logic.Especially, researchers have obvious different opinions on the meaning of
paksa-dharma-tvam (38 72 5275VE), and that of sapakse sattvam (7] i 7€ A 14). 1 think
that the former talks about the relation between the middle term ([%]7%) and the minor
term (A7), and it means that the object referred by the minor term also has the quality
referred by the middle term. While the later, it means that every object referred by the
middle term do have the quality referred by the major term (|7 ##). My opinion can get
its backing from the following facts: the opinions from Xuan-Zang’s disciples; the rela-
tion between nava-pada-hetavah and trairiipkya, and the opinions from the specialists of
Hetuvidya in Tibet.The function of paksa-dharma-tvam is different from that of sapakse
sattvam in the context of arguing, so they can’t be replaced by each other. Though there
exists many similar aspects between the western logic and Hetuvidya, we shouldn’t ne-
glect the differences between them.

Qiao Guo  School of Philosophy and Public Administration, Henan University
10040067 @vip.henu.edu.cn
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