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On Aristotelian Normative Maxim Argumentation

Runcheng Liang

Abstract

Aristotle proposed “ethos” in Rhetoric. This method tells us that speaker can make
the audience trust speaker by showing three good characters which include practical wis-
dom, virtue, and goodwill, thereby increasing audience’s adherence toward speaker’s
claim. For this topic, it is still unclear that what argumentation speaker express can dis-
play good characters which include practical wisdom, virtue and goodwill. In this arti-
cle, we try to reveal a unique kind of argumentation to respond the question just mention
above. First, by analyzing Aristotle’s exposition of maxims, we define maxim argu-
mentation. Second, by analyzing the meaning of good characters, we define normative
maxim, and thus give the normative maxim argumentation. Third, using argumentation
schemes theory and combining normative maxim, we point out that normative maxim ar-
gumentation not only have two special schemes, but also have certain degree of goodness.
Fourth, from the perspective of audiences, we explain that normal maxim argumentation
can be a tool for speakers to display good characters.
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