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The Argumentation Path of “The Human World” in
Zhuangzi from the Perspective of Generalized

Argumentation Theory

Yaling Nan  Kexi Wang

Abstract

Zhuangzi is a classic Taoist text of the pre-Qin period. Unlike Zhuangzi’s previ-
ous absurdity, Zhuangzi’s philosophy and ideological pursuit of dealing with the world
reflected in the chapters of “The Human World” are particularly serious and cautious.
Due to the differences in logical views, the Chinese historical community of logic lacks
necessary attention to “The Human World”. The generalized argumentation theory intro-
duces new perspectives and injects vitality into research in this field. Based on this the-
ory, starting from the social and cultural background that formed the text of “The Human
World”, describe the process of Zhuangzi using monologue to engage in dialogue with the
story text, which itself is also composed of dialogue. Through such a complex discourse,
Zhuangzi persuades potential listeners to preserve themselves in the world, and analyzing
this process will further demonstrate the important way in which the Zhuangzi school can
preach to the world. In the dialogue expressed in “The Human World”, Zhuangzi adheres
to the pursuit of “non-restrain”, with the goal of “the perfect man”, and hopes to educate
the world in troubled times. Under the concept of “non-action”, Zhuangzi constructed
a discourse in the form of a fictional story and characterized it according to a hierar-
chical structure. It can be seen that the action in the discourse of “The Human World”
has achieved the argumentative function from “the perfect man” to “consolidate oneself”
to “improve others”. As a result, “The Human World” is no longer a mixed prose, but
arigorous and orderly social interaction process aimed at promoting the principles of life.
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