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&, IRENBIEBT TR R . eI IAE T 25, 45 N RBI R EIE AR 5C AT 30
DR ER KRR R IR LR RGIDIRINEE, W EEaTmr e
E TR, JF U R EUR TR R R DR R . I, A5 R
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The Methods of Argument Design
in Communication Context—From Normative

Pragmatics to Theory of Generalized Argumentation

Yanjin Chen

Abstract

The existing argumentation research focuses on argument analysis and argument
evaluation. In recent years, the emergence of argument design has expanded the exist-
ing research horizon of argumentative practices, and the related work is mainly started
and promoted by the Pragma-Linguistic School in North America. The argument design
implemented by this school in the name of “Normative Pragmatics” is obviously nor-
mative, and it directly depends on the standard disagreement-resolving model, which is
based on the highly critical and strong rationality of members of modern western social
groups. Different from the above-mentioned normative argument design which depends
on strong rationality, this paper is based on the theoretical framework of Generalized Ar-
gumentation, trying to implement a descriptive method of argument design which does
not have the characteristics of strong rationality dependence in communication context.
From the perspective of meta-theoretical characteristics, argument design based on Gen-
eralized Argumentation has obvious cultural sensitivity and contextual sensitivity, which
neither depends on any pre-existing normative model nor adopts critical assumptions of
audience. Therefore, the argument design adopting this approach can perfectly retain
the irrational characteristics that can obtain significant argument effectiveness, such as
appealing to authority and appealing to public opinions.
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