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The Indispensability Argument and Holism

Kun Gao

Abstract

This paper attempts to distinguish two forms of the indispensability argument: the
pragmatic one that does not depend on holism and the holistic one that does, elucidate and
compare their respective implications and power and fix the exact role played by holism
in the argument. Based on this distinction and an analysis on the content of holism, this
paper then tries to maintain and reinforce an important criticism against holism proposed
by P. Maddy and thus reject the holistic indispensability argument.
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