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AN S O A AR SO IE R, HER A LRI 2 R S5 AT (5

BT REE CMHASMH, WHMEE, RESVH, TR MR, ZBIEE SR [27] TEN
YOS IEREATHEIT, 1% BRI S et AR e



R A XRE. R BAUR SO IE AR AU b A B E AT 21

B8, ATR—: DT ARAS R AT H TR LA S,
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TR AT DUERE NI 5 Ff] 8 AR HATIEIZ W, TR
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(0T H 0 TR 4 R 250 35 KT . RO — B2 0 AR
R T T A ISR e, B K € X B 3 A B TR A ()
PR CE R T, T 6006 & VRIRAT A0 2 FUR 5 77 (LA 2 Tk, Ho 3%
A 75 T LR 6 X A s . ([26, 27]) Bk, B TAT LU R
Fy i

(VD) T AR Ao 2 2 307 & & AR JeIE F 69 R & K322 8

1L ()-(VE) ARG IR TR, S5 b BRI CE, ) DA A i
G SIHTRIRE . T — ¥4 th LT 5 BRI AF SR 0 5 S, 575 = 5 0 F it
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SLHIMEER . ([4], 5 522 T w8y AN B E A BSOS, BIE RS
o O ASCRA T, BIEWNEE L ([16], 5 3-5 151D

EX 2.1 (f AT S ). 2 A B NAEE M. A A5 A OISR P(A).
IE4h,

“FEdE A” VSN P(-A) = 1 — P(A);

“AH B” WIn{ERH P(A A B);

“ABB” BA{EEN P(AV B);

B P(A) # 0. “Unf A, 4 B” W5 N GME P(B|A).

LB ARy A RV AN AR .y S AR R A AT AR A N BRAT]
SEAME A, BRSO | el Ry n] DLERRR N BRAT] 58 A A ARAE I
B, BURIE A 0 Il S FIEMIRIE IR, i LB IX 4 T AN [ 11 1)
A (G) WIEM AT R B EON I (i) M TEM AT AN B, RER ARSI — 2N

830 ST 5 ) I RTREAR T SR IE, AR AR L 8 g T IR BRI ANBYOSE, AR
WA FRR B, BB SRR AR A2, 0 R T HAE M AT M T AME . 7 ([26],
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Fo o IZ AR T AT (1), 1 R AR TT AR (D), JRAONEFRY CARD RIE
TR RTIR AN H N 8518 — @ N HEMIRIE. ([25], 3 2-6 1D iz, H#tiE
AP G R WA AT SRR RS AN 1, S5 il E R th—E N 1
MIBIE. 2wl (Al 5 BEnT A [0, 1] XA AL — (B, AR uEREAT P-4 7 3X
I [ RE AT B 70 RS AN TR B 0 AL () R TERTHR AT 5 P SRR i (RIEEIE 1D
(i) 2R UEATHR A A5 AR i, BETS PRIEZS 1R AU AT — € IR o XA 7l
RIBIETE0 GORANFI T [ (i) W8 # — A B AR E AT B A T 45 BE e s 1]
A (i) TR I — 2R 2 A VR IEAE T AT 48 AT {5 BE AR IR i, RE 75 PRAIE S 18
FIRIE BESARR F I SE I (). 2 24 TG AR B, 314
CEIVIRNIV-SE

EX 2.2 (TERRIEE ). B MG UER AR 5 AT 1, I HAehs
MHTFE R TS BETHSR R G5B AT L, IR AR IR A v SE R B 46 T L A5 1R 1
WG Akl BATH

« WERESRNEREL 1, BAE
=

AMAEERTBER .
« WERESRHAIE L 0, A £

7\%9
& AEERRIE

R SO R A R 1 AT O XA I RIR, RN T ik SUGE
FAFMR TR R FHER 1L, Bl 1 a7 Do SO R TR 1 EUE,
Eb4m 0.999. 0.99. 0.95. 0.9 %5, #:lr 0 Wl L HERTIRE TS, W%
A X

FEX 2.3 (BFHIBIE). —MBIER L A AT A5 REAIr 1, JF HI
WIEE AR TEER .

PRIk, SR IERE DRAESE 18 A A5 BERRIL 1. B T PPA Al S 10 T {5 B8
LLTIRAN, ASCATHBIRIEREFE, AR 2R Sl 5, RN
WIER B ATEE. N T IFRIER B A5, JA 17 BRI AT IR M m] (5 B S 4 i
MRS RE . MERRAR ML TN AT R . JRATE Jeid e — R Ml i igiE: R
ALt e, 1

AR—: A,
Aide—: R A, B4 B
#ZEit: B

BB LRI —MATHE AT {5 B2 P(A) B P(B|A). [FIR B P(A) # 0,
N P(A) = 0 NAEAFTRIGE A CR—E N BIZIRIEC AR b B4k 2L 1

YOS UG UEAN T OB AR MP BUNRAR, X IET MP IR, & fFa) <R A, 4 B” WREA
SRR, MR SISIE D, SRR SRR
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W, MiH P(A) =08 P(B|A) BEA € X NHTHE a8 B BOLIIME P(B).
RIEMER IR AN, NP5 3RS ([16], 5 3-5 T0:

S| 2.1. % P(A) =1, M 24:

P(B) = P(AAB) = P(A) « P(B|A) = P(B|A) 1)
ik P(A) # 1. WR¥E2ME A4S ([16], 25 3-5 50
P(B) = P(A) x P(B|A) + P(-A) x P(B|-A) )

HTFBRATHRSE P(A). P(-A) fil P(B|A), P(B) —MREAH KM, BRIk
BATE— B HIE P(B|-A). fEASIE P(B|-A) I P(B) INHiE /& RN . Eb
e, AN H0E R R R AR N 0.8, DRI SRAS R R I T TROHER A 0.9,
S VTR AR T TIORESR 1), PR BRATIAS T8 B R RS R AT 88 HA 1T A,
BRAEFRA B E XA R 0 Bidi 00 ANk, FeAiTm] LATS 3 R T 45 5 -

3|7 2.2. 4R P(A) ¢ {0,1} B P(=A) x P(B|~A) ~ 0,

P(B) = P(A) « P(B|A) + P(=A) * P(B|-A)
~ P(A) + P(B|A) 3)

R FH_E T 31 B A b R R 7 P(—A)*P(B|=A) ~ 0,THX R TG % P(-A4) ~
05 P(B|-A) ~ 0. TEWFHSIERG TGN, M8 A RIGIEMHHR, RITER S
B P(A) ~ 1, T4 P(-A) ~ 0. Fid, 3T ZHRIE, AR AE L a4
OB, P(-A) TSR SIS e . Bk, TR
# P(B-A) ~ 0. %EHTHGIESHITTEURIL, KEH 5 P(B-A) HRAD,
Pl 0 FLRSET 00 Heunf] 1 AR — e

f59. (AARARTH. 2R (A) AXTT R, (B) AL LRL, Bk, (B) 14
B R Rk,

ERBIEH, P(B|~A) = PUNABRZICL | IR TW). X P(B|-A) )
AR/, PIOIRAA N FRRL . 6] 1 H 05 3581

5 10. (A) PR R ER L, R (A) MHAERL, (B) MEELLER L, B,
(B) A X EAE b,

ER®IEF, P(B|-A) = PHR/DNESERL | NHHRA L. i3
ANTEFI NSRS R LB — i, A4 P(B|-A) FER/N; @itk
gk, WA “mFNHERIL, AEBSERL” WEERA . 2l
1-3 P EHEEP R R Z e 6l 7, WaefFRImas R, HER 4 FIE

DARIE:



R #fi XRiE, AR YOEE AR Bl 0 a9 R 5 47 25

Bl (A)H k ABARFT Ao R (A)H k AHARFTA, ML (B)H k+1 1L
BARTA. Bit, (BYH k+1LHARF A

ZWIES, P(B|-A) = P(A k+ 1 TGIARTN | B kT AASRZTN), H
FRAL IR 0, BEAWERINA k oI ABAR TN, H k+1 o ANEART§E
EHNT o WiBl 5. 7. 8 PRI EHEELIR, DRV 2 H e R K B IR K A
BB tBRER B2 LE 8. R P(B|-A) = 0, I4 P(-A) x P(B|-A) = 0,
AR LATS 3 T I B A 45

3138 2.3. 8% P(A) ¢ {0,1} B P(=A) « P(B|-A) = 0, Ak 4"

P(B) = P(A) x P(B|A) = P(B A A) (4)

3 AN ICISUEFNE S BB I IE
WiEr ATk, eI B R AR
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%—“ AOQ
AR = SHMEZO0< k< n, R A, BA Ao
5L A,

TATH H B RIR S E iR S IR R SR nEE . Bk, FRAUR®K
TN Ag PSS P(Ag), AERIHMER 0 < k <n, TR “WR A, B4
A1 ” WIATSEE P(Apyr|Ar) o FIRHMEE P(mAg) % P(Appr|—AR) = 00 < k< n)o
— RIS, AERRATUMEEE T, RRARGEKE. WEiE 1~ 1.01 ~
1.02~1.03~---, RATATLIES 1~ 1.05 IE 1~ 1.1. Fit, WHRGIEKEL
B (Rl EeBUND, FATATULEE NGB 2.2 HEXMERE 0 <i < j < n:

P(A;j) = P(Aj_1) * P(A;|A;-1)
~ P(Aj_2) * P(Aj_1]|Aj_2) x P(A;[Aj-1)

~ P(AZ) * P(AZ+1|AZ) koo 3k P(Aj,1|Aj,2) * P(AJ|AJ,1> (5)

BRI, T T 1 5 B AR
EE 3.0 RIK Ao, Ay, A, REESME, BEZ0<k<n, P(A) ¢ {0,1}
H P(—Ay) % P(Api1|-Ar) = 00 2o f n tbis, T aEagnXoki:

R HL2: (W, Grennan) 3 I RERIFANBAE IS ARSI BE 2.3 FREIZE R . ([8], % 34-36 ) ANid, It
BHIZERIOHES VEARIER, BUEIEM S EAASURA—F . ARG IR0 Jr 2t i e S 5. 534,
A B 2% 8 P R TE BOE B RS HORIE AT T 1 T iR .
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BN 1-3 HRiE R AR LU R, iR P(—=Ay) * P(Agya|—Ak) ~ 0 #RL
3L, HATHRA SRS T, FRATEE AT LLS A E B 3.1 AR B AR I RS
FEo BATHBE 1 RV EEAR. 1 % n = 3. AT ELITHE, RiX P(Ay) =
P(A1|Ag) = P(A3]|A1) = P(A3|As) = ve W v =0.99, 4 P(A,) =~ 0.99* ~
0.961, XK Z5 RS L E LU &, MIATIRMZA K. W v =0.95, P(A,) ~
0.95* ~ 0.815; I# v =0.9, P(A,) ~ 0.9* =~ 0.656, XIFFEEHIAI{EE LR E
B Wi v =08, P(A,) ~ 0.8* ~ 0.410, ZF LR CEANEATE T . BEEHE
PR FERII N, S50 {E 995 E . i, R G n ) 10,
A AT AT S E# R v = 0.99 B, Z5RMIIAIEE P(A,) ~ 0.99'° ~ 0.904;
v =0.95K, P(A,)~095°~~0.599; % v=09H, P(A,)~ 0.9~ 0.349.
KRG, o T GRUETT E, AR AT AE AR AR E R 1 (K
W KT 0.95), T84 Bl HE A FE RS D0 2510 1) n] A5 B s ot Al 55, AT 5
PR UEAR AN T FERIRIE . HE AT, AR AE KT 0.95 ©4 2 tim i
BRT, ATLARRATTE A A 2GR E AR L AR, AR 10 2B, 48R, dndE e
UERTR A EA —E#AR, MA—EMAAIREKAMEE, XN ERRE
JE FUsE AT N 24 ATHEL S5 RO

it GESERRBOESTERIESEIE (B 4. 5. 7. &), HEKERE LTH
BHEK RNAFESHRLECRRATTE T, ROTAREHAEHE 3.1 #THHE. A
M R AT, X RERIBAE R P(—Ag) % P(Ajga|—Ar) =0 (0< k< n)
— R RROT o I BRATTA A
EHE 3.2 BRI Ag, Ay, Ay REZGA. BIRNEZ 0k <n, P(A) #0,
FHE P(Ay) # 18, P(—A) * P(Ars1|—Ar) =00 AR 4

P(A,) = P(Ay) x P(A1]|Ag) * - x P(A,_1]An_2) * P(A,|An_1) (7
B WHMER 0 < k < n, 3 P(Ay) = 1K, BAESIHE 2.1 75 P(Apy,) =
P(AL) % P(Apsi|A)s M P(A) # 11, BT P(=Ay) % P(Agsa|-Ay) = 0, HI5|
B 23 T P(Ap 1) = P(Ag) % P(Apr|Ax)e FISHERE 0 < k < v P(Agsr) =
P(AR) * P(Apy1|Ay) B, TRMIEEO0<S i< j < n:
P(A;j) = P(Aj_1) = P(A;|4;-1)
= P(Aj_2) x P(Aj_1|Aj_2) * P(4;|A;1)

= P(AZ) * P(Ai+1|AZ') koo P(Aj,1|Aj,2) * P(AJ|A],1> (8)
O

B % 5] DL— B Ak, b e B0 HE R K n B R T A e
BAFSW) 7-8 SR ATERE. 8 7 TR, ABRRHER 0 < & < n,



R A XRE. R BAUR SO IE AR AU b A B E AT 27

P(Ari1]Ar) = P(4y) = v = 0.9995. % n = 100, BIZ5EZH] 8 i “/NiA
100 KJG 4T85 m] LSS X BT 557, P(A,) = 0.9995'00 ~ 0.951, [KILAHR
AR AERE, Frolfl 8 MitiE 2 FER]. 2 n = 1000, EPZ5it “/Ni
1000 X (Z)3 48) Ja I iE47 80 Al LLSE X B4 557, P(A,,) = 0.99951°°" ~ 0.606,
X AEECEAT 7. 2 n =10000, HI “/NI 10000 K (427 4E) &
FRUBAT B AT LLSE OX EE4T 457, P(A,) = 0.9995'0001 ~ 0.00673. X P(4,) &
SRR L 0, WMHEATET . R n > 10000, P(A,) &%/, Kk, #1171
SERRATER, Frilg— AT ERIRUE. XL R 2 WA G IR 4R,
v = 0.9995 H 2P — R, AR AT ISR 2 D SR Y155 5L
AN N BLTTASE] o beanid, W 5E X ME S A S A FRE 3 RN H IF Hik
A HEFARIBR S, A8 RIE 10000 KI5, /NBI58RUAE S5 B AT B AR 2 R i, 1X
FHEFTRE v > 0.99995. 45K, 100000 K (29274 ) JaXf B N Kid, 58 ROZAT
FHIRTRETEER LT AN 0 T, BUNEA ANRIEI A A ((HEARESC A Rt —E N 0,
A UANE T4 5 NSRBI ZF ar ERH A B N 2K 31 300 & HEH KD,

BAVER], Muriernl (S EE R m e, EEMEELSE R E LT85, SieikR
Pein (5. SR, Bt BEE IR IE N, R 7. 8t e
LR S HORBATE, SN EERISIER A SRR, X2 — AN
R, BIOAFRATAT DAL 31 7F 1 ) 5E 2E

EIE 3.3. BiX Ag, Ay,..., A, REE®E, BixHEZF0< k< n, P(4) #0,
ff‘ﬂ_‘lj P(Ak) 7é 1 H‘j’, P(_\Ak) * P Ak+1|_‘Ak) =0, ’fFiiYn\ P(Ao) < u < 1, _El_i'j—
HEEOSk<n, P(Agq|Ay) <u<lo ARAMR

P(A,) = P(Ag) * P(A|Ag) % - % P(An|Ap_r)

Susxuk---kuy=u""t
lim P(A,) < lim "™ =0 9)
n—roo n—roo

Z Fr A nli_g}o“nﬂ =0, R0 <u< 1. HEHFLAN, H0<u< i,
K%u%&%ﬁl,%ﬁ@ﬁummmﬁégﬁﬁzoo”M%@33ﬂﬁ,ﬁ?
Bk RORUET S, AR HETRMAEEA 25, REXEnFEEILE R BN T
1, IABEERIEKE MBI (n R, ZBIES5 IR AT S EHSE T 0, Kk
BN AN AT SERIRIE .

FEFE 3.1-3.3 i b 3 2.2-2.3 & LRI AR SCE — 552 H I iR (1)~ (1D F1 (V).
XTI (V) AATLES] 6 B AgiEF, MK ER SRR ER, B

LS AR AT LU, BIRT DAL P( Ay |Ay) = 1, SR HRRE0E. (KRR R
HH, XEHBAST.

B R BR A AS BR, TTRAZE R A ) R HRBR 7, L https://max.book118.com/html/2019/
0128/8037064040002004.shtm .
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AHERE: OB IR P AT S AR K2 Hodn i, BRI BT S E# Y 1, FrbA
MIEHE 3.2 ATHI, P(A,) =17 = 1. BAEFRATHE AT LB AR (VI) 7] 45 BL A
AT 52 B2 1 221 1 T B TR S VI P R 8 X SRR A R s XU I IE R A,
MECEE B E A GBI X, TS ER 0 < k < n, A 3.1-3.3 A7 DLHEH
drk XORIE S k AHEEER RN SR A, WS P(Ay), BIZE5I0H & B
AN, WRAHERE KT 0.5, S5RERFREEE BB A B, 1w R a5 B/
T 0.1, W ARMMAGHEAT 2T T2, RATTLAG I~ —FhE -

X 3.0 (REXIR). kIO E R (X U A, AT EA P(A,) = 0.5 28k
P(A,) = 0.1 FIIXIR Ay, ... A,

R, IEARR AR (L X i A, PN R A, R ANHE I ([22], 5 288
U0, €330 LR 0.5 A1 0.1 AF 0 At s skbr B A RUE PR, siiR g
AN DU AN RE L B BOR T 60 k/s FOBEE —FE. & SEAFRBE B A A4
W, FARIEROE T 2R SEPR A ASCTHE R, A R AR RS A € UK
0 DX BEM R, B AU e SCAT DURR 3 S s 1) i 2

4 NH: EHFLR

WIHTPTR, HEHUE IR 1T EOTE A e A e E . BRARIEBIE L 2
— RRFRR I B HORIE, PRI 2 — SRRk 00k e, 0 T ek ik e ik
A AV SRR () 20 B B ] DARE A T80, R EEBOR G 115 215 4 0
B BOWNIER A ZMAF MR, il 3 X (epistemicism) « Z{HZ 5
(many-valued logic) FIHIZ 4 (fuzzy logic)- HHIK{E (supervaluationism) 122 I
{8 (plurivaluationism) Fir. &3 X (contextualism). E 9+ X (Intuitionism)
& PUNBRIE A R ARSI R, A XSS BB B AT 4, ORI 1235 W] DA
SR [12, 20, 2170 EIXEEPGT, ASCHEFEBBIE (fuzzy sets) MEFERLR]
Wi, BRONIX — 1B R SCHR [20] A3 1 AR o ES i EL AT DAL A s
R UE N B R W SO UE I AT T VA B S TR R R, T SLI BRI ) 4t
— . X HONESUT S B R — PR B AR ).

BOMIEE I ALIE (L. A. Zadeh) T 1965 FFfth. 4 X &—MFdE&gEs, X b
B —MEOE X, Z2—NEFN (X, p), Hdp: X — [0,1] &M X BIXH [0,1]
=R, Rongtisk o WS X FRJEE (grade of membership) » ([13, 24])
A, FesmanfrE AR, T AT EIEAN TR o NES X WSEETE? M2 E
WHEHITCR o MNES X KREEEE TS 2 ¢ X (A1 “x 2 X”) WEEEE
(degree of truth), FFU XA EARFEEIE T2 G B 5 BA KR, ([20], %
60-71 51D FIBMIZIRARE, ACHITER o NES X MRBEEENGE 2 € X
RIFAERE, Bl 2z e X BOLIIMER . X AM—J7 1 o XS X SR8 ERT LA
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I FERE ™ BT AR AR RN Gt ORI T A5, T AN 7 AR 2 4
—FEGINAT G B BOVEIR T B S A AR BB, 53— g T AR AL A
AN AR R (T AR E A R LA RIRE AT AT 08, T L E B 1
S BT BRI T B ) — RS

B TR B AR, A SCERAIE S 3 SRR, RIS R —MA A [R5
ATUAE AN F AR, BRI IR — AN ORI R R AN [R5 T AT DARSARRE 9 AN R AR
Mg LLUg3 N7 Dbl FUsEiiAa 2 /M E R 55N ? SRR KR EUR T 15
TEITESE . Lein i, X AR/ NRTT RIS, 47 100 T RMAAR A T X
TR TR RS H A E, BN E LT A R AT T2
WrBUL E RN E, ATRER ZMA LA A ITN . A, Wk
TEEEIAE TR, “9N” — Bl SC— A E 0, BT R — — MO 2

KM B s, B 4-5 g 7-8 X e elE, Haoth ik wmE,
—HIX G, 61 7-8 T P(Ag) A P(Agga| Ax) BB E R BATTX/IN A BE 75 58 Ak
HRLEAT 55 () FRAR, T 4-5 b P(Ay) FI P(Agrr| Ax) PR E R 1 0 FRAT T A5
WETR “ 95N AERFE RS N IVEAR (RREEIOE SO U2 FITT, FATIA
PifBE — xR ZBONEE R TESR: W™ 1 e KR LR 285 TERE 95 A
W= VACUA EINBE TEREA R TTN, W KT 1 3T 1AL B2 s b5 s
wo AR R, 255 NTTRENE N 9 TETIHEL, i3 —DNRER I 2
BOESAIE R, TRAFE T HKE Lo

EX A1 “FN” HE BRI (N, 0) RE S, Hrh N2 EREEE, e
SRA e ARRIEA NPT AT (1 AN R T o S A 8 R W e A, 70 () DU i Al 37
Ak TTNZT N AERE. JIfFH

(k) =1 k < 10* (10)
-1

(k) = 4gk 10* < k < 108 (11)

(k) =0 k> 10® (12)

k> 1080, P(Ay) =0, Kt P(Ap | Ay) 34 5E Lo XBFFRATA L4
SR — AR RRAT U MBS T 1, B R R R BT ([1], PSR 2) 3
k< 10% I, fk#s B e S, 513 2.1 F12.3 HiRRA:

P(Ap41)

P(Ajy1]Ar) = PA) 1 k< 10* (13)
~ P(Apy)  p(k+1)

_ 8—lg(k+1) ~1

10* < k< 108 14
8 —lgk < (14)
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XULEAW] 4-5 RPN RIERT RTIE AR 2 AR G ER), BN EATR Al {E BB 55
F 1 aE BT 1. 2R, B4 PERINTTEE N 0, L& — NI ERIRIE,
ECHE YR — MR 6 S REERRITTEE N 1, F R —ANATEERRIE. FRAT
WA LLEE], 10* < k< 108 B, B PHERR AL S5 R 0 o] (5 FER D — R,
AL Ay BIFTSE (k) 1IR3 00 BEAN, K8 3.1, iZIRIE MK [X 35
72 0.1 < p(k) < 0.5, BI10° <k < 1076 (A 100 J5E]Z) 4000 J3), WMIEEARTFEH
PP B

5 #Eip

TR T i R ) AT A B R SO R RO IR, AR ST 1R G — o AT TR
BERORIE . ESEOEBOLIEAES RIS, B8] T A TR S A R —
ik, AT EB TR BRI AR K € X 5k Y — ol %

B T IEBURIE SR, WHORIEICARE LR TR A, P A K
P BT ER R R G &R, BRIk M 2 BN Ak . ([22], 55 288-289 Ti; [26], 5 65-77
TO B THEMORIE, EF KERERISIER . (23D A&7 LI AT 1) 5
HTHE) 2088 2 (IR e AL 0 4% T kT DA 7L N 2

T4, Wk AR IE 2 2 PRI P R W B R AL, RN B 7 3. EE IR MR
HER] DU B B 2540 o Be A S W er g A ST ) A3 A4 BT — RIS UE 544,
FEAEAF T TR

SE K
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A Probabilistic Analysis of Arguments from Gradualism,

Sorites Slippery Slope Arguments and Sorites Paradox

Kun Xing

Abstract

Arguments from gradualism are a type of arguments common to meet in every-
day life, yet have not received specific discussion. Instead, with almost the same form,
sorites paradox and sorites slippery slope arguments have received much more concerns
and studies. Although sorites paradox and sorites slippery slope arguments were tra-
ditionally considered to be fallacies, we could avoid obtaining absurd or inacceptable
results if we restrict the length of inference in those arguments. In other words, unlike
sorites paradox or sorites slippery slope arguments, not all arguments from gradualism
will obtain inacceptable results. Then, when will arguments from gradualism obtain ac-
ceptable results, so belong to good arguments, and when will they obtain inacceptable
results, so belong to bad arguments? D. Walton thought that if a sorites slippery slope
argument moved from the controlled zone, through the gray zone, and finally into the un-
controlled zone, it would reach inacceptable results. However, how could we precisely
define and recognize the crucial gray zone? To answer those questions, this article will
use probability theory and fuzzy set to quantitatively characterize the inference procedure
of arguments from gradualism, sorites paradox and sorites slippery slope arguments, and
reveal some connections and differences among those three types of arguments.
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