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Guiguzi’s Yin Yang Thought and Argumentation of the
Shuo Mou Theory

Chen Liao

Abstract

Yin Yang is the theoretical basis for the political strategists to argumentation the-
ory. Although previous studies have paid attention to the importance of Yin Yang, they
failed to solve the problem of how the political strategists used the thought of Yin Yang
to generate corresponding argumentation theories, nor did they revealed the reasons why
political strategists regard Yin Yang as their theoretical basis. Based on this, from the
perspective of general argumentation, taking Guiguzi as the research object, this paper
analyzes the philosophical connotation of Yin Yang in Guiguzi and the “negative” re-
lationship between the two. It reveals the influence of Yin Yang on his argumentation
theory. Among them, “Shuo” (persuading), “Mou” (strategy), are the core category of the
political strategists’ argumentation theory, and they are influenced by Yin Yang: “Shuo”
contains argumentation rules such as “Baihe” and “Fanying”. As the propositions of ar-
gumentation, “Mou” can be divided in to “Yang Mou” and “Yin Mou”. It explains the
reason why political strategists took Yin Yang as their basis, and deems that this is closely
related to the background of the time when the monarch advocated “using estranging”.
It explores the origin of argumentation of the Shuo Mou theory and argumentative prac-
tices in the Spring and Autumn period.
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