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Frequently Illustrated and Continuously Analogized
—A Study of Han Feizi’s Thought of Argumentation

Mengyun Wu

Abstract

“Frequently illustrated and continuously analogized” is one of the key features of
Han Feizi. In his arguments, Han Fei realises that the choice of “Lei” is not arbitrary, but
requires a determination of whether things are related to each other. In order to improve
the strength of his own argument and point out the weaknesses of his opponent’s, Han Fei
suggests that it is the nature of things that should be compared to determine whether the
“Lei” is reasonable. Han Fei enhances his persuasion by citing both “Zheng Lei” (reasons
to support the conclusion) and “Fan Lei” (reasons to oppose the conclusion). Realising
that for the uncertainty of the argument by using “Lei”, examples of the same category
may be interpreted differently to support opposite conclusions, Han Fei resorts to the
ideas of “Fa, Shu, Shi” to determine the arguments , and only the “Lei” that conforms to
legalist thought is accepted, which highlights the value character of the argument.
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