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On the Concept of “lei” in the Lii’s Spring and Autumn

and Its Application in Reasoning

Qiuhong Li

Abstract

“ Lii s Spring and Autumn” is a “miscellaneous” work, which has the characteristics
of eclectic. Therefore, the concept of “lei”(class) has multiple meanings in this book.
The previous research was mainly carried out from the approach of logic, so the “lei”
was interpreted as the elucidation of the principles or methods of analogical reasoning.
This explanation is reasonable to a certain extent, but it does not reveal the specific con-
notation and function of the concept of “/ei” in the book of Liis. This is because, on the
one hand, the two propositions of “/inlei” and “leigububi” have specific meanings: the
first one refers to the inevitable causal connection between the action method and the
result, and the second one means that the value of things should be judged according to
the actual application effect rather than the rules of reasoning; on the other hand, Lii s
Spring and Autumn discusses the concept of “class” is for elucidating the political and
ethical propositions, and for admonishing the actions of rulers in various aspects such as
self-cultivation and state governance. Because of this, social situation at that time and
cultural psychology and personal preference of the persuaded must be taken into account
in order to exert the effect of reasoning. Therefore, we cannot simply apply analogi-
cal reasoning to explain the concept of “lei” in the Lii’s Spring and Autumn, but should
combine the definition of “lei” with the reasoning based on it and restore them to their
ideological background and reasoning situation then we can get a full understanding.
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