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Are Wide-Scope Descriptions Rigid Designators?
—Comments on the Defense of Wide-Scope

Descriptions for Descriptivism

Jisheng Chen  Jing Zhang

Abstract

Kripke demonstrates that names are rigid designators and descriptions (not contain-
ing the descriptions which describe essential properties of objects) are not rigid desig-
nators by modal argument, which strikes the classical descriptivist theory of names se-
riously. Some firm descriptivists think that wide-scope interpretation of descriptions in
modal context can represent rigidity. Kripke criticizes the theory of wide-scope descrip-
tions, Sosa and Chen response Kripke resolutely. There are a few points worth discussing
in the defensive work of Sosa and Chen, and the theory of wide-scope descriptions has
deviated from the classical descriptivist theory of names.
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