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The Truth Predicates from the View of Minimalism

Beibei Gao

Abstract

In the theory of minimalism, when discussing “truth”, the general analysis is the
predicate “true”. From the Semantic and Pragmatics, this paper analyses the basic theo-
ries of truth predicate in the Horwich’s minimalism theory. “True” is a special semantic
predicate, which can not only express the relationship between certain expressions and
the objects of expressions, but also express the properties of certain expressions. “True”
expresses a special logical property and has a special logical reasoning function. Prag-
matically, the meaning of “true” is limited by its specific use in the equivalence schema.
In general, in the Horwich’s minimalism theory, understanding “truth” is actually know-
ing the meaning of “true”, that is to understand the use of equivalence schema.
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